
Letter from William Logan to daughter Sally Logan 

“Tell Dinah to be sure not to let them [the white peacock and 

common pea hen] get out or they will go away —”  

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 5,William Logan Corre-

spondence, 1733-1761  



“And I do hereby give further unto my 
said Wife [Hannah Emlen Logan] as her 
own property the negroe Woman Dinah 

and her Grand Child Cyrus, having al-
ready set her Daughter Bess free and 
desire they may not be dunned or valued 
as part of my Estate my said Wife’s Fa-
ther George Emlen deceas’d having given 
Dinah to her in his Life time.” 
 
 
    William Logan, Will, 1772. 



“Release from Bondage,” Dinah’s Manumission, April 15, 1776 

Haverford College Library, Quaker Collection 



Cyrus’ manumission December 14, 1776 

Note that it is a pre-printed form. 



As Executor to William Lo-
gan’s estate, his son-in-law, 
Thomas Fisher, recorded in 
August, 1777, “Negro Dinah 
was paid her wage in full -- 
£12.” 

 
 

William Logan’s Estate, 1772-1783, p.30.  Historical Society of Penna  



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris – October 21, 1789 

“… and I rely on Dinah’s attention to Gustavus, please to remember me to the good old 

Woman —” 

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780– 1794  

 



Excerpt from Deborah Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris - September 27, 1793 

“...but poor Dinah scalded her foot yesterday.” 

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780– 1794  



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris—September 30, 1796 

“I hope good old Dinah will take cloaths enough for herself  & him [Algernon], I gave her 

repeated changes.” 

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 10, Deborah Logan outgoing corresp., 1777-1797  



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris —August 16, 1799? 

“I accordingly put on a morning gown & went down attended by Dinah ” 

Logan Collection #383, Box 6, Folder 6, Deborah Logan outgoing corresp., 1777-1797  



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her sons - February 1st, 18? 

“We often talk of  you my dear boy’s and wish for your company.  Old Dinah remembers 

you with great affection” 

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-1808 



Letter from Deborah Logan to her son, Albanus — February 3rd, 1803 

“Poor James Crofs was buried yesterday, he was an affectionate old Servant. Our Dinah 

mourn’s after him, but the good old woman is pretty well in her health.” 

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-1808 



“February 21st at about 

three o'clock in the after-

noon our very faithful 

and good old Dinah 

breathed her last. 

 

Was buried the 23rd in 

my garden.—She had         

requested during her life 

time to be interred at 

Stenton.” 

 

 

Deborah Norris Logan’s 1805 

Almanac, HSP  



“I had a little nest full [of  robins] 

myself, hatched out in the tree which 

overshadows good old Dinah’s 

grave and kept Becky [a cat] in with 

sedulous care while the little ones 

were learning to fly.” 
 

Deborah Logan to  Sarah Miller Walker, 1827 

Loudoun Papers, HSP 
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